
Dannevirke

The impounded
water supply

Water treatment 
plant Treated water 

reservoir #2

Tamaki River

Additional water treatment to
 process water above 10 NTU

Looking for alternative 
water sources

Keep monitoring and 
managing the 

impounded supply

Regular 
underwater 

drone inspections

Additional treated water storage to 
provide a minimum of 36 hours

Additional raw 
water storage
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Holds about 160,000,000 litres of
raw (untreated) water, the equivalent
of approx. 30 days of storage). 

Developed to increase the water 
supply’s resilience to natural disasters 

and water take limits under the
resource consent. 

Dannevirke Impounded Water Supply

The Way Forward

Once these are in place and functioning*

What’s Happened?

Source: Continue looking 
for alternative water 
sources. 

Raw Water storage: Keep 
monitoring and managing 
the impounded supply at its 
current lower level. 

Treatment: Keep the 
existing Water Treatment 
Plant and upgrade the pre-
treatment process. 

Treated Water: Add more 
storage capacity for treated 
water
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Tararua District 
Council 

approves the 
development 

of the 
Impounded 

Supply.

Impounded 
supply 

commissioned.

Continued 
inspections 
and partial 

repairs; 
elevated water 
loss persists.

Further 
inspection 
identifies 
additional 

issues; tear and 
pinhole

Council approves 
funding 

for further 
geotechnical 
investigations 
and detailed 

design.

Council delays 
decision to 

start permanent 
repairs until 
design and 

investigations 
are complete.

Ongoing monitoring 
and surveillance 
of impounded 

supply, inspections, 
and geotechnical 
investigations to 

determine the future 
of the Impounded 

Supply.

Dive team  
inspection 

concludes minimal 
deterioration of 

dam floor and better 
slopes since repairs 

in June 2023.

Construction 
begins.

Leakage 
discovered; 

initial 
inspections 

and temporary 
repairs begin.

Increase in 
monitoring, 
maximum 

depth lowered 
to reduce 

water pressure

Dive team 
repairs pinhole 

and tear. 
Water loss 
reduces.

Design 
workshop leads 

to additional 
analysis and 
interaction.

Council passed 
recommendations 

to: fund $3.2 million 
for raw water pre-

treatment, $400,000 
for raw water storage 

and $2.5 million treated 
water storage. 

Ongoing 
investigations 
to find viable, 

alternative 
water sources. 

Geotechnical 
reports 

received and 
peer-reviewed

(Based on the expert reports and current information about the Impounded Supply and Dannevirke water system)

Public 
Consultation 
about the future 
of the impounded 
supply

Remove the water and liner to 
complete the final engineering 
work, allowing Council to base 
decisions on facts rather than 
speculations

Do we repair  
the impounded 
supply?

Do we 
decommission 
the impounded 
supply? 

Do we leave it as 
it is and continue 
enhanced surveillance 
and monitoring 

*In the unlikely event of dam failure this order might change
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